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Date ___________________

Mrs. Weber- Marine Biology

Lab- Examining Beach Sand

Problem:  What are the physical properties of Beach Sand?

Skills: using a microscope, observing grains of sand

Materials: microscope, sand, petrie dish, dissecting needle

Procedure:
1.  Choose a partner and have one person obtain a microscope.

2.  Get a dissecting needle, and place a sample of Beach Sand in a Petrie   Dish.

3.  Observe, under low power, the sample of Beach Sand.  Notice the shape, color texture, and luster of each grain of sand.

4.  Separate grains of sand according to the physical characteristics using the dissecting needle.

5.  Record your observations in the chart below.

6.  Draw what you see under the microscope.

7. Use the chart below to determine the mineral content of your snad grains.

	Color
	Shape
	Texture
	Luster
	Minerals

	A)
	
	
	
	

	B)
	
	
	
	

	C)
	
	
	
	


	Sample A
	Sample B
	Sample C

	
	
	


Observations and Analysis:

1. Which type of sand would be a good source for magnetite- coral, or volcanic sand?  Why?

2.  What are the four physical properties of Beach Sand that are important for identification?

3. In what ways do you think the shape and texture of a sand grain are related to its source?

