Ctenophores

(Non- stinging Cnidarians)
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Ctenophore Anatomy
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Facts About Ctenophores:

1.  Ctenophores belong to the Phylum Ctenophora the name means “comb bearer”

2. The most common type of Ctenophore is a comb jelly.

3.  Most Ctenophores are transparent, unpigmented.

4. Ctenophores are characterized by 8 rows of cilia, which are used for locomotion.

5. These cilia are arranged in stacks of combs, or comb plates.

6. Ctenophores live only in marine water, and can be found in almost every marine habitat.

7.  Ctenophores produce light by beating the 8 rows of cilia. This produces a rainbow of changing colors running down the comb rows.  This is not Bioluminescence, just light diffraction.

8.  Ctenophores are carnivores.

9.  They feed by using a pair of tentacles that are highly extensive, branched, and sticky.

10.  Ctenophores eat small plankton.

11. Ctenophores are hermaphroditic, they have both male and female organs, and produce egg and sperm.

12. They are made up of 2 layers- endoderm, ectoderm, and has a mesenchyme ( middle gel layer)

13. Ctenophores have a diffuse nervous system, a nerve net.

13. Ctenophores have no respiratory, circulatory, or excretory system.

14. They have a mouth, but no anus.

15. They are bi-radially symmetrical.

[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.png]



[image: image6.jpg]www.imagequest3d.com




