Topic: What is Life?  (2 periods) 

Aim: 

· Students will be able to list the characteristics that all “living” things share.

· Explain where living things come from.

· Identify what living things need to survive.

NYS Standards: Science 4- 1.1a, 1.1b, 1.1c, 1.1d

1.1a Living things are composed of cells.

1.1b Cells function similarly in all living things.

1.1c Most cells have a cell membrane, cytoplasm, and genetic material.

1.1d Some organisms are single celled, some are multicellular.

Skills: classify, interpret, observe, recall prior knowledge, infer

Vocabulary: organism, cell, unicellular, multicellular, stimulus, response, development, autotroph, heterotroph, homeostasis

Materials: ppt, videoclip, computer, projector, examples of living and non-living things, worksheet

Procedure: 
· Ask students (working in groups of 4) to look at the wind-up toy placed on their desks. Two students will look for evidence that the toy is alive, the other two will look for evidence that the toy is not alive.  Students will observe the toy and list evidence that supports their position.   

· Note their responses on the board

· Ask why they classified the items the way that they did

· What do all the living things have in common

· Compare and contrast living things to non-living things

· Show ppt on characteristics all living things share

· Show video clip on characteristics of life

· Hand out worksheet diagramming the characteristics of living organisms.

· Have students fill out web diagram.

Summary: (exit slip)
· Name two characteristics that all living things have?

· Name one thing that all living things need to survive?

    Homework: Complete worksheet on “Characteristics of Life”
