Rocks and How They Form

How we Classify Rocks:

We classify rocks by the way that they are formed.

1. Igneous- melted material cools down and becomes solid.

2. Sedimentary-pieces of minerals and rocks become cemented together.
3. Metamorphic- rocks are heated and pressed together for a long time.

IGNEOUS ROCK:

· Forms from magma

· Magma cools as it moves up toward the Earth’s surface

· Magma pushes through the crust and is called lava

· Lava cools and becomes solid, and is now called igneous rock

· Igneous rock can also form as magma cools and hardens inside the Earth

· Igneous rocks can be identified by the size of their crystals, and by the minerals in them

SEDIMENTARY ROCK:

· Sedimentary rock is formed when particles of rock are pressed, and cemented together

· Some sedimentary rocks form when water containing dissolved minerals evaporates

· Sediments (particles of rock) are found at the bottoms of lakes and oceans

· It takes years for these layers and layers of sediments becoming pressed together to finally form solid rock

· Some sedimentary rock is formed when the shells of sea animals are cemented together (shell limestone)

· Sedimentary rock is classified by the size of their particles

METAMORPHIC ROCK:

· Heat inside the Earth bakes rock and changes it

· Metamorphic rock are formed from Sedimentary and Igneous rock

· Metamorphic rocks are formed by heat, chemical reactions, and pressure

· Metamorphic rock forms deep in the Earth’s crust

· Metamorphic rocks are identified by mineral bands

