Layers of the Atmosphere

1.  Troposphere:

· Layer closest to the Earth.

· Extends from the Earth’s surface 

· Is approximately 5-10 miles. ( It is thicker over the equator, than over the poles)

· All of our weather occurs in this layer.

· This layer contains wind, and water vapor, which forms clouds.

· Rain, snow, and ice form in this layer.

· The higher you go in the Troposphere, the colder it gets.

· This is the only layer of the atmosphere in which life is possible.

2. Stratosphere:

· Second layer of the atmosphere.

· Extends from 10-30 miles above the earth’s surface.

· Air temperatures remain fairly constant.

· It is calm, because weather does not occur here.

· It has a special form of Oxygen, called OZONE, which protects us from harmful UV rays.

· Most airlines, planes, fly in this layer.

3. Ionosphere:

· Is the top layer of the atmosphere.

· Charged particles called IONS, are found in this layer.

· Radio waves, sent from Earth, are reflected back by this layer- this is how we communicate with satellites.

· It is very cold (-171degrees F)

Answer these:

1. Which part of the atmosphere has   storms?

2. In which layer of the atmosphere do we find Ozone?

3. How does the Ionosphere help us to send radio messages around the Earth?

NAME THAT LAYER:

· Has rain clouds
· Is fairly calm
· Has a layer of ions
· Has ozone
· Stops UV rays
· Has weather
· Reflects radio signals
· Has stable temperatures
· Ends at the Troposphere
· Begins at the Troposphere
